The Ohio Chapter Palatines to America
German Genealogy

2010 Fall Seminar

“German Immigrants-Why They Came, How They
Arrived and What They Experienced in the New
Land”

Saturday, October 16, 2010
9:00 AM -3:30 PM

The Ramada Plaza Hotel & Conference Center
4900 Sinclair Road
Columbus, Ohio 43229

(Toledo Room - North Entrance)

Mark Your Calendar and Register Today!
www.oh-palam.org

FEATURED SPEAKER

Marianne S. Wokeck, Ph.D. grew up in Germany where she studied at Freiburg i. Br.
and Hamburg Universities. She came to the USA as an exchange student and received her
Ph.D. in history from Temple University, Philadelphia, PA. Before she became a professor of
history at Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis (IUPUI) in 1991 she was an
editor of The Papers of William Penn (vols. 3 and 4) and founding director of the Biographical
Dictionary of Early Pennsylvania Legislators project (Lawmaking and Legislators in
Pennsylvania [vol. 1]). Her book, Trade in Strangers: The Beginnings of Mass Migration to



North America, explores the context in which emigrants from Germany and Ireland crossed
the Atlantic to pursue New World promises.
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Program
Toledo Room — 6™ Floor

Registration & Morning Refreshments
Welcome Roberta Newcomer

Advantages and Disadvantages of Indentured
Servitude--from the Perspective of Servants Dr. Wokeck

About one-third of German-speaking immigrants to the America Colonies and the young
republic of the United States of America made use of the “redemptioner” system that
allowed them to redeem their transatlantic fare debts by working for a specified time as
“indentured” servants. The workings of this system and how it affected the chances of the
indentured for making a successful life in America are the focus of this presentation.

Mid-Morning Break: Refreshments and Book Browsing

Advantages and Disadvantages of Indentured
Servitude—from the Perspective of Masters Dr. Wokeck

A considerable number of German-speaking as well as English-speaking colonists and
settlers along North America’s eastern seaboard sought to solve their labor problems by
employing indentured servants. The presentation explores why — and how successfully —
some employers chose newly-immigrated servants over native-born, free laborers.

Lunch

What Was in It for Women? The Role of Female
Immigrants before and after the American Revolution Dr. Wokeck

Many of the women and girls who immigrated to British North America and the
early United States of America did so as part of a family or household unit or as part
of a group of co-religionists or neighbors. This presentation focuses on the decision-
making process that fueled emigration and the adjustments and accommodations that
women and girls faced — gladly or reluctantly — as they made their lives in the New
World.

Afternoon Break and Book Browsing

The Effects of War on Settlements and Migration in
The 18™ and 19" Century Rhineland Dr. Wokeck

The Rhinelands were a region of crossroads in the 18™ and 19" centuries and were often
caught in the struggle of European powers for territory and revenue. As a result, it was a
region of in-migration and out-migration, offering refuge and opportunity to immigrants
from Switzerland and other areas, as well as creating obstacles and situations of difficulty
that made emigration an acceptable option for escaping limited opportunities for making a
decent living.



3:30 Adjournment

REGISTRATION FORM
Registration Deadline — October 4, 2010

Register today through this form or by using PayPal on our website: www.oh-palam.org

Fee for Program, Lunch (Chicken Entrée) & Material: $45.00
Fee for PalAm Members with Advanced Registration: $39.00
Fee for Students ages 17-21: $20.00

Name: Member? Yes # No
Name: Member? Yes # No
Address:

City State: Zip:

Phone E-Mail:

I enclose my check payable to: Ohio Chapter PalAm in the Amount of $

[/We are researching the following surnames (Limit four please):

Send to: Arlene Castor, PO Box 222, West Jefferson, Ohio 43162-0222


http://www.oh-palam.org/
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